Military career of Carl Jackson Parker Sr. February 15, 1897- October 22, 1970  


 Carl Jackson Parker, Sr. was born February 15, 1897 in Flowery Branch, Hall County Georgia. His parents are John H. Parker and Mattie Kimbro.  He grew up on a farm in southern Hall County. He was nine when his mother, Mattie, died in 1906. His father remarried Amanda J. Orr the following year, when he was 10.  At the age of 15, his father died in 1912.   

He enlisted in the US Navy on January 1, 1918 as a 21-year old.  His service number is 152 -02 - 18. 
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As you can see from his service card, he was at home from the time he enlisted at the recruiting station in Atlanta on January 1st until February 27, 1918.  Then he reported to the receiving ship at Norfolk, VA.  The receiving ship was the location where new recruits were processed and received orientation, uniforms and supplies.  From March 2018, he served at the training station in Norfolk until April, when he boarded the USS Kansas and served as a seaman from April 13th to July 12th of 1918.  

The USS Kansas battleship had a crew of 800 men.  She boasted four 12-inch mighty guns, each 45 feet long weighing 62 tons each and shooting a projectile weighing 850 lb.  It took 108 lbs of gunpowder to fuel this huge gun, which had a range of 12 miles.  In addition to its four largest guns, it also boasted 70 other guns in varying sizes.  According to a newspaper article of the day, the turrets that supported these 12- inch guns weighed 300 tons apiece and turned as easily as a well-greased barber's chair.

Like most ships of the day, it was coal-powered.  Built by the New York Shipbuilding Corporation, it launched August 12, 1905.  The United States entered World War 1 April 6, 1917.   On July 10, 1917, the Kansas was employed as a training ship for new personnel.  She was assigned to the 4th Battleship Division and tasked primarily with training Naval personnel in the Chesapeake Bay and along the Atlantic Coast.

As mentioned in obituaries and memorials of servicemen, in the summer of 1918, the USS Kansas picked up midshipmen at the Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland and the cadets trained onboard during the summer cruise. From his service record, Carl Parker served on the ship during this time.

The USS Kansas a battleship, was part of the Great White Fleet that President Theodore Roosevelt had built.  In 1908-09,  the fleet circumnavigated the world on a great Global Cruise to display America's great military strength.
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The USS Kansas Battleship
After serving on the USS Kansas, Carl returned to the receiving ship in Norfolk, VA and was stationed there from July 1918 to Armistice Day, November 11, 1918. 
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The Index to Rendezvous Reports, Armed Guard Personnel, 1917 to 1920.  Ancestry.com




Arranged alphabetically, The Index to Rendezvous Report Armed Guard Personnel shows the name of the vessel on which the person served, dates of service, and the place where the records and accounts were held.   In this record, Carl Parker is stated to have served as a member of the Armed Guard of the US Navy.

The origins of the U.S. Naval Armed Guard date to World War I, when some 384 U.S. merchant vessels carried guns and Navy personnel.  When German U-boats first prowled the Atlantic, the Armed Guard (AG) proved its worth protecting merchant ships. From U.S. involvement in 1917 until the Great War ended, U-boats attacked 227 American merchant ships. The Armed Guard repulsed 191 of these attacks, with a loss of only 36 ships. The armament of the merchant vessels started with only one gun in World War I. Perhaps most remarkable, throughout the war not a single American troopship guarded by the Armed Guard was lost to U-boats.  Even with this extraordinary record, when the war ended, so did the need to arm merchant ships; and the Navy deactivated the Armed Guard.  It was reactivated and its service enlarged in World War II. 
The rendezvous record indicates that Carl Parker served as a member of the Armed Guard onboard the SS Kentuckian (also known as USS Kentuckian) in New York and Norfolk from December 17, 1918 to January 3, 1919. 
The Kentuckian was built in 1910 by the Maryland Steel Company in Sparrows Point, Maryland. It was acquired by the US Navy December 16, 1918.  According to Carl Parker's Rendezvous Report, he was on the USS Kentuckian’s maiden voyage beginning December 17th, immediately after being acquired by the Navy from the American Hawaiian Steamship Company of New York. 

During the early part of United States’ involvement in World War I, The Kentuckian was operated by the United States Army and known as USAT Kentuckian. She was chartered by the US Army and operated with the US Navy Armed Guard manning her guns. When commissioned by the United States Navy, the ship became known as the USS Kentuckian - ID 1544. Her original name was SS Kentuckian.

When transferred to the Navy in December of 1918, the ship became known as the USS Kentuckian and was converted to a troop transport and returned almost 8900 American troops from France.
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USS Kentuckian returns American troops in 1919.

It was commissioned on the 28th of January 1919. The Kentuckian was assigned to transport duty as thousands of Americans World War 1 veterans were returned from serving overseas to the United States.  She left New York on her first cruise March 2, 1919, picked up nearly 2,000 troop at Saint Nazaire, France and returned April 1st to New York.   

The ship made a total of five cruises from New York to France delivering general cargo to France and returning with troops. Her final cruise ended on August 31st at Norfolk, Virginia. She was decommissioned September 15, 1919 and returned that day to her owners, the American Hawaiian Steamship Company of New York.

During the D-Day invasion at Normandy, the USS Kentuckian was scuttled as a block ship.

According to Carl Parker's War Service Certificate from the United States Navy, he served on the following ships and stations: Naval Operating Base (NOB) Norfolk, USS Kansas, Armed Guard in New York and USS Craven. 
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USS Craven Destroyer – notice the camouflage marking on the ship

USS Craven Destroyer number 70 or DD 70 was launched June 29, 1918 at the Norfolk Navy Yard.  It was commissioned October 19, 1918. From then until May 3, 1919 the Craven cruised the east coast and the Caribbean Sea for training maneuvers and gunnery practice. 

Available records do not specify the time that Carl Parker served aboard the USS Craven.  

In May of 1919 the Craven sailed from New York to Trepassey Bay, Newfoundland.

In Trepassey Bay, the sailors aboard the USS Craven served on a weather station and observed the flight of Navy seaplanes in the historic first aerial crossing of the Atlantic. The endeavor of a military aircraft to navigate the Atlantic Ocean was strongly supported by the Assistant Secretary of the US Navy – Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

The first Trans-Atlantic flight of a military aircraft occurred from May 8-31, 1919. Four Navy Curtiss (NC) “Flying Boats” manufactured by Curtiss Aeroplane and Motor Company, nicknamed “Nancy Boats” attempted to make the flight. Only one, the NC-4, successfully crossed the Atlantic Ocean from Rockaway Island, NY to Plymouth, England.  
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NC-4 in flight


The flight path started at Long Island (very close to the mainland) via Massachusetts (on the mainland), Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, and the Azores to the mainland of Europe, in Lisbon, Portugal. Then to Plymouth, England. 

To guide the flying boats across the Atlantic Ocean, 21 U.S. Navy ships, primarily destroyers, were stationed at intervals of 57 miles along the track of the flight to assist in navigation and relay weather information.  These "station ships" were brightly illuminated during the nighttime. Their sailors blazed their searchlights into the sky, and they also fired bright star shells into the sky to help the aviators stay on their planned flight path. Other ships participate in the staging, fuel and supplies.  Visual signals from the ships along the track were made and kept the three aircraft flight on course until heavy fog is encountered nearing the Azores.  NC1 and NC3 land to verify their position and damage the tail of each aircraft.  NC4 forges ahead and although off course visually spots land and enters the history books as the first flight across the Atlantic.  

The USS Craven then went through an overhaul and later participated in army gun tests at Fort Story, Virginia. It had recruiting duty at Hampton Roads, Virginia; Fall River, Massachusetts and Newport, Rhode Island until placed into reserve at Philadelphia in October of 1919.

After having reduced commission, the Craven was later decommissioned in June of 1922. In November of 1939, she was renamed the Conway and then decommissioned in October of 1940. The USS Conway was then turned over to British authorities in the land-base-for-destroyers exchange. Under the British she was commissioned the HMS Lewes.
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Nancy Boats in Trepassey Harbor, Newfoundland



Complete trip from Rockaway NY to Plymouth England - 53 hours and 58 minutes in the air.
NC-4 is on display at the National Naval Aviation Museum in Pensacola FL.
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 USS Craven in position 18 near the Azores Islands on flight route of NC-4 




[bookmark: _GoBack]I am unsure as to when Carl J. Parker served on the USS Craven. Available service records do not indicate where he was serving from January 1919 to his discharge on July 14, 1919.

There may be more information available on the dates of Carl J. Parker’s military service in WWI in the Payroll Records available at the St. Louis, MO branch of the National Archives. As of August 2017, these records are only available to view in person at the branch. 


Prepared by Nora Parker Henderson, granddaughter of Carl J. Parker    hendersonlodge@comcast.net               August 13, 2017
image4.jpeg




image5.jpeg




image6.jpeg




image7.jpeg




image8.jpeg
NEWFOUNDLAND G | NG.3 & NG-4
°)) sticns 7ot Tropassey Bay
P

[ 2

Ne-a_ P"oters
Reached Horla
May 17,9.25 A M
w1t May 20,8.45AM.

STake |
420”&'5
2





image1.jpeg
. Enlisted

Name PARKER=CARL JACKSON St Wil 152«02-18

s RECRUITING STATION ATLANTA GAa pashy 1-1-18

AgeatEntrance 20 YRS. 10 MOS, Rate APPRENTICE SEAMAN U ¥R R

Home Address === Town FLOWERY BRANCH
R county  HALL state GAs

Served at . Served as

HOME le1-18 2=27-18 WPPRENTICE SEAMAN
RECEIVING SHIP AT NORFOLK 2=27=18| 3-16-18

TRAINING STATION NORFOLK 3-16-18| 4-13-18 |SEAMAN 2ND CLASS
USS KANSAS 4=13-18 7-12-18 SEAMAN

RECEIVING SHIP AT NOREOLK 7=12-18 11-11-18

Date  Discharge  [=14=19 SEAMAN
Place Inactive OUX RECRUITING STAT{ON ATLANTA GA, Rating at Discharge




image2.jpeg
KANSAS





image3.jpeg
Tarker, Carl Justzen Sesann

o7ty and agesunts serried by the Armed Guard Gffice
I ertelk e Torky

Beryes a3 & member of the irmed Guard

3. 8. EEveORIAY





